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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
NSF grant will help women faculty in the sciences 
To advance careers of women faculty mem-
bers in the science and engineering fields, 
Grand Valley has received a $500,000, 
two-year grant from the National Science 
Foundation ADVANCE Program, in partner-
ship with The University of Michigan. 
The goal of the ADVANCE program is to 
increase the representation and advancement 
of women in academic science and engineer-
ing careers, contributing to the development 
of a more diverse science and engineering 
workforce. 
Grand Valley's grant was co-authored by 
Shaily Menon, associate professor of biology, 
and Kathleen Underwood, associate profes-
sor of history and coordinator of Women and 
Gender Studies. The goals of the grant are 
to address aspects of recruitment, retention, 
professional development, and climate in the 
sciences and engineering. 
While the grant is targeted at professors, 
students will also see benefits. Menon chairs 
the biology department and teaches some 
technical courses using geographic informa-
tion systems and computer modeling. "I know 
it makes a difference for women students to 
see a woman teaching a class that deals with 
technology," she said. "It shows them a role 
Across Campus 
File photo 
Jim Bachmeier, left, was named interim vice 
president for Finance and Administration. 
Tim Schad, second from left, plans to leave in 
November. 
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model and opens up career possibilities 
in fields that they might not have consid-
ered before." 
Fred Antczak, dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, said because 
the grant promotes diversity in the work-
place, education at Grand Valley will 
be enhanced. "Diversity makes us all 
deal with the variety of perspectives that 
make up the world we live in, and the 
world ahead," he said. 
The NSF grant will also allow UM 
graduate and post-doctoral students to 
teach at Grand Valley. "It's a collabora-
tive pipeline," Menon said. "They will 
gain valuable experience at a university 
committed to undergraduate teaching and 
a liberal arts and science education." 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Shaily Menon, left, and Kathleen Underwood discuss 
the grant they received from the National Science 
Foundation that will advance the careers of women 
faculty in the sciences and engineering. 
Underwood said that portion of the grant 
could be key to some women, as the sciences 
remain a male-dominated field . According to 
NSF, women constitute less than 21 percent 
of the science and engineering faculty at four-
year universities. "For women PhDs at risk of 
giving up on an academic career, it offers an 
alternative model of a primarily undergraduate 
university, which might be more attractive," 
Underwood said. 
Wendy Wenner, dean of the College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies, said receiving the 
competitive grant acknowledges the strength 
of Grand Valley 's science, engineering and 
Women and Gender Studies programs and the 
excellence of its faculty. 
"We are pleased that UM and NSF recognize 
our ability to provide mentoring and support 
for new female faculty," she said. "They are 
enthusiastic about partnering to change aca-
demic culture to more strongly support and 
develop women in their careers." 
···---------------------------
Search begins for 
vice president of finance 
A search committee was named to begin the 
process of hiring a new vice president for 
Finance and Administration. President Thomas 
J. Haas has appointed Pat Oldt, vice president 
for Planning and Equity, to lead the search pro-
cess and chair the committee. 
Tim Schad, who currently holds that posi-
tion, announced he will leave Grand Valley 
November 15. Haas also named Jim Bachmeier, 
associate vice president for Business and 
Finance, as interim vice president until a suc-
cessor is appointed. 
The search committee members are Oldt; Jose 
Infante, Board of Trustees; Yatin Bhagwat, 
associate professor of finance; John Kilbourne, 
associate professor of movement science; 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, associate professor 
of philosophy; Lisa Haynes, Operations; Jon 
Jellema, Provost's Office; Rhonda Lubberts, 
Institutional Marketing; James Moyer, Facilities 
Planning; Jeff Musser, Budgets and Financial 
Analysis; Scott Richardson, Human Resources; 
Tim Selgo, Athletics; Robert Daigneau, student; 
Christina Jackson, Office of Student Life; Bing 
Goei, community member. 
Similar to the presidential search, a Web site 
continues on page 2 
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continued from page 1 
(www.gvsu.edu/vpfinance) was created to allow people to send comments 
and view updates. 
Nominations sought for 
Outstanding Service awards 
Nominations are being taken for two faculty awards: Outstanding 
Community Service and Outstanding University Service. The awards are 
presented at convocation each fall. 
Full descriptions of the awards, and the nomination process, are listed in 
the Faculty Handbook; visit www.gvsu.edu/facultyhandbook and click on 
section 3.04. Nominations can come from anyone in the campus commu-
nity. The deadline for nominations is October 31; letters and supporting 
materials can be sent to the Provost's Office, 24 Zumberge. 
In August, Patricia Clark, professor of writing, was one of the recipients 
of the Outstanding Community Service Award. She said it was "thrilling 
and surprising" to know that her colleagues thought highly of her work. 
"I love having a plaque to hang on my wall," she said. "I treasure it and 
my colleagues' support - and the support of community leaders who also 
wrote letters for me. When I look at the plaque, I see all their faces." 
NCA visitor kicks off re-accreditation 
Grand Valley is preparing to go through the process of re-accreditation. 
This process takes place every 10 years at institutions of higher learning; 
2008 is Grand Valley's year to participate in a self-study and receive a 
visit from evaluators from the North Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 
Robert Appleson, GVSU's liaison with North Central Association, will 
visit Grand Valley on October 5. A campus-wide forum with Appleson 
will take place from 1-3 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room 215/216. In 
addition, Appleson will meet with President Thomas J. Haas, Provost 
Gayle R. Davis, and other university leaders to discuss the process. 
Throughout his career, Haas has been involved in accreditation processes 
on both sides - as a team member preparing for a site visit, and as an 
evaluator of institutions. Haas said re-accreditation is "very important as 
we seek to improve our quality and as we seek external validation that 
we're doing what we say we do. It provides a good snapshot of the institu-
tion at regular intervals throughout its history." 
Many hold the misconception that accreditation is solely an academic 
endeavor. But it's a university-wide process, and it's important that all of 
Grand Valley 's constituencies get involved, said Julia Guevara, accredita-
tion and assessment officer. More information about the re-accreditation 
self-study is online at www.gvsu.edu/ncaselfstudy. 
Therapeutic recreation 
receives national recognition 
There are two national associations that 
govern the therapeutic recreation field. 
Grand Valley's program and its director 
were recognized by both associations 
recently. 
The program, housed within Grand 
Valley's College of Health Professions, 
received the Excellence in Education 
Award from the American Therapeutic 
Recreation Association on September 16 
at the association's national conference 
in Orlando, Florida. The award is based 
on academic content, involvement of fac-
ulty in the community and involvement 
of students in the community. 
Program director Teresa Beck, associate 
professor of therapeutic recreation, will 
receive the Meritorious Service Award 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Teresa Beck, associate profes-
sor of therapeutic recreation, 
leads a class. The program 
recently received national 
honors. 
continues on page 3 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publi-
cation items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu . Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
News and Information Services Staff: 
Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president 
Dottie Barnes, communications specialist 
Brian J. Bowe, communications specialist 
Michele Coffill, communications specialist 
Mary Isca Pirkola, communications specialist 
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager 
Courtney Newbauer, photographer 
Sherry Bouwman, NIS assistant 
Jazmine Steele, NIS editorial assistant 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow. 
GRAND VALLEYli 
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an 
affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. 
Hauenstein lectures 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
(Top) A crowd listens to one of the 
debates sponsored by the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies on 
September 19. The day's panel discus-
sions and debate centered on "Who is 
An American?" 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Hank Meijer, center, looks at a book with 
Pat Oldt, vice president for Planning 
and Equity, and Ralph Hauenstein on 
September 14 in the Devos Center. 
Meijer gave a presentation, spon-
sored by the Hauenstein Center for 
Presidential Studies, on Alexander 
Hamilton and Arthur Vandenberg. 
What1 s Ahead 
Women's Studies Council 
hosts author 
A noted author and feminist who addresses how 
racism and sexism permeate society through 
mass media will speak in Grand Rapids as part 
of a series of speakers brought to the area by the 
West Michigan Women's Studies Council. 
bell hooks will speak on Monday, October 2, 
beginning at 7 p.m. at Fountain Street Church, 
24 Fountain St. NE. The event is free and open 
to the public; doors will open at 6:30 p.m. 
hooks was born Gloria Jean Watkins but uses her 
great-grandmother's name for her writing and 
prefers the lower-case spelling because, "It's the 
substance in my books, not who is writing them 
that is important," she said. 
At age 19, hooks began writing Ain't I a Woman: 
Black Women and Feminism. She has since con-
tinued to be critical of the way black women 
have been ignored by the mainstream feminist 
movement and the black liberation struggle. She 
has taught at Yale University, Oberlin College, 
City College of New York, Southwestern 
University and currently is the distinguished pro-
fessor in residence at Berea College in Kentucky. 
Funding for the lecture is provided by the 
Nokomis Foundation. The West Michigan 
Women's Studies Council is an intercollegiate 
and community organization that includes repre-
sentatives from Aquinas, Calvin, Grand Rapids 
Community and Hope colleges, and Grand 
Valley and Davenport universities. 
The Community Media Center and the Grand 
Rapids Public Library will show one of hooks' 
films, "Cultural Criticism and Transformation," 
Across Campus 
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from the National Therapeutic Recreation 
Society at that association's national convention 
in Seattle in October. The award is based on 
service to the profession. Beck was instrumental 
in developing and refining the national certifica-
tion exam. 
Beck joined Grand Valley's faculty 11 years 
ago and has been instrumental in developing the 
therapeutic recreation program. Therapeutic rec-
reation uses therapies, education and recreation-
al opportunities to help improve or maintain a 
patient's quality of life. 
"People involved in therapeutic recreation are 
employed in more settings than many other 
health care profession," Beck said, citing 
schools, hospitals, retirement communities, park 
and recreation departments, prisons and youth 
camps as examples. 
Jane Toot, dean of the College of Health 
Professions, said it is wonderful that both asso-
ciations recognized Grand Valley and Beck. 
"Her efforts for her students and her advocacy 
today at 7 p.m. at the Wealthy Street Theatre and 
on Wednesday, September 27, at 7 p.m. at the 
Grand Rapids Public Library on Library Street. 
For more information, call x12748 or visit www. 
wmwsc.org. 
Dean to tell 'Her Story' 
Jane Toot, dean of the College of Health 
Professions, will kick off the "Her Story" series 
of informal discussions by women in leadership 
positions on Wednesday, September 27, begin-
ning at noon in the De Vos Center, room 502C. 
Toot's speech is "The First 50 Years: Lemons 
and Lemonade." She will focus on how to turn 
obstacles into springboards. The series is spon-
sored by the Women's Center and Women's 
Commission. Participants are encouraged to 
bring their lunches. For more information, call 
the Women's Center at x12748. 
Theater kicks off 
Shakespeare Festival 
Forget what you know about Shakespeare. 
Director Karen Libman has set her production of 
"Love's Labour's Lost" in New Orleans during 
the early Jazz Age. 
Presented by Grand Valley's theater department, 
this romantic comedy will lead off the universi-
ty's 13th annual Shakespeare Festival, the largest 
in Michigan. 
Performances for "Love's Labour's Lost" are 
September 29, 30, October 5, 6, and 7 at 7:30 
p.m. and October 1, 7, and 8 at 2 p.m. There 
are also special mid-week matinees for school 
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Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
'Love's Labour's Lost' actors Hannah Gaff and 
Nathan Sorseth, a guest professional actor from 
Seattle, are pictured. 
groups on October 3, 4, and 5, with sign lan-
guage interpreters at the October 5 performance. 
Libman, whose recent credits include this 
summer's acclaimed play "Metamorphoses" for 
Heritage Theatre in Grand Rapids, brings a light-
er touch to this production featuring bright colors 
and music, as well as some of Shakespeare's 
richest and most lavish verse. The production 
features guest professional actor Nathan Sorseth, 
a Seattle-based Equity actor, as well as student 
and regional artists, including guest lighting 
designer Keith Oberfeld, guest stage manager 
Rhonda Lehan, and a Grand Rapids favorite, 
actor Christopher Weaver. 
Tickets are $6-14 and may be purchased in per-
son at the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office 
in the Performing Arts Center. Call the box office 
for reservations at x12300. A new FLEXPASS 
system allows patrons to purchase show tickets 
at a discount. Tickets may also be purchased, 
with a service fee through Star Tickets Plus out-
lets, online at www.starticketsplus.com, or by 
calling (616) 222-4000 or (800) 585-3737. 
···----------------------------
for her profession have come together as a true 
example of sustainability for therapeutic recre-
ation," she said. 
AWRI director active in 
Lakeshore United Way 
Annis Water Resources Institute Director Alan 
Steinman is a believer in the mission of the 
United Way - so much so that he's committed 
his time to serving his local organization. 
This year for the first time, Steinman is serv-
ing on the campaign cabinet as co-chair of 
the education division for United Way of the 
Lakeshore, which serves Muskegon and Oceana 
counties. His co-chair is Dana Bryant, superin-
tendent of Muskegon Heights Public Schools. 
Steinman has long been involved with the 
United Way. He was captain for AWRI for his 
first two years at Grand Valley and supports it 
at the leadership level of giving. He said United 
Way is a credible organization that practices 
good stewardship of the funds raised, and that it 
is able to allocate resources where they do the 
most good. 
"I'm a big supporter of United Way. I think they 
do a very good job of getting resources out to 
the community where they're needed most," 
Steinman said. "We have our own fair share of 
underprivileged people here on the Lakeshore." 
For example, he added, in Oceana County, 
there are many migrant workers who don't have 
adequate schooling and housing opportunities. 
Likewise, in Muskegon Heights, there are many 
living in poverty. And throughout the whole 
area, unemployment continues to be a prob-
lem, with companies like Brunswick and Sappi 
downsizing. 
Steinman said agencies he supports include the 
American Red Cross, Every Woman's Place, 
which provides shelter for abused women, and 
children, and Hospice of Muskegon/Oceana. 
But he added that the beauty of giving to United 
Way is that those funds go to address a variety 
of needs throughout the community. "I think 
one of the real advantages of United Way is that 
they're all-encompassing," Steinman said. 
Grand Valley's United Way Campaign runs 
October 2-16. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF VENTS 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 25 
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.: Regional Math and Science 
Center Conference. Genetics Update with 
Sam Rhine. KC, Grand River Room. Call 
x12267 for more information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. Understanding American Football. 
117E DEV. Call x18011 to register. 
Tues., Sept. 26 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. GLBT Legal Issues. 297C DEV. Call 
x18011 to register. 
8 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event. Faculty 
Showcase Concert. Prelude carillon concert at 
7:20 p.m. CDC. Call x12100 for more infor-
mation. 
Wed., Sept. 27 
Noon: Women's Center presents Her Story with 
Jane Toot. 502C DEV. Call xl2748 for more 
information. 
GVFaces 
Kathleen Vanderveen 
Director, Disability Support 
Services 
Being a college student can be hard, but being a 
student with a physical or learning disability can 
involve other challenges and obstacles. At Grand 
Valley, students with disabilities have someone 
in their comer: Kathleen VanderVeen, director of 
Disability Support Services. 
"I always liked helping people find concrete 
solutions," she said. 
Vanderveen earned a master's degree from 
Grand Valley and transitioned into her current 
role as director nine years ago. She makes sure 
that all aspects of campus life accommodate the 
needs of students with disabilities. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. GLBT Legal Issues. 142 KC. Call 
x18011 to register. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC. 
Call x12204 for more information. 
3 p.m.: African/African American Perspectives 
Lecture. "The Salvation of Democracy: Alain 
Locke's Philosophy of Social Evolution," by 
Christopher Buck. 215/216 KC. Call x18110 
for more information. 
7 p.m.: ALERT Labs presents "From Binge 
to Blackout: A Mother and Son Struggle 
with Teen Drinking," by Chris and Toren 
Volkmann. Westminister Presbyterian Church. 
Call xl2537 for more information. 
Thurs., Sept. 28 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club. 
107D DEV. Call xl 7337 for more informa-
tion. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series with Ernesto Bitetti, 
guitarist. CDC. Call x13484 for more infor-
mation. 
3 p.m.: Master Class with Ernesto Bitetti. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. 
Call xl3484 for more information. 
4 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. Movie 
"Buscando a Leti" (In Search of Leti). The 
Life oflmrnigrants. 175 LSH. Call xl2177 
for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Visiting Writers Series with David 
Means. Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, 
PAC. Call x13601 for more information. 
Fri., Sept. 29 
1 p.m.: Classics Department Event. Stanley 
Lombardo performs Homer. CDC. Call 
x13600 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Event. "Love's 
Labour's Lost." LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for 
tickets. 
Sat., Sept. 30 
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Event. "Love's 
Labour's Lost." LAT, PAC. 
Sun., Oct. 1 
2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Event. "Love's 
Labour's Lost." LAT, PAC. With pre-show 
discussion at 1:30 p.m. 
···--------------------------
"It's a real thrill when I 
find out that an accom-
modation we facilitated 
was the key to some-
one's success," she 
said. "We were recently 
able to connect a stu-
dent who has a writing 
disability with software 
that types everything Kathleen Vanderveen 
she says. She was so 
excited about her pro-
fessor's comments on her improved writing." 
The accommodations Vanderveen and her office 
make begins with providing academic support, 
and includes assisting building design and ensur-
ing that the disabled community is incorporated 
into campus life. 
"We're always trying to heighten awareness," 
she said. "It can be something as little as having 
a notice on the bottom of event fliers to provide 
a contact number for special needs accommoda-
tions." 
Vanderveen also serves as the Americans with 
Disabilities Act coordinator and faculty adviser 
of the Organization for the Advancement of 
Disabled Students. She says while her job gives 
her an opportunity to advocate for a necessary 
cause, it has also taught her the importance of 
listening. 
"You can ' t tell the students what they need," 
she said. "You have to listen in order to know 
what they want and then, if reasonable, make it 
happen." 
···--------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Michael P. Lombardo, professor of biology, 
was interviewed by WOOD-AM for a story 
about the debate between creationism and 
evolution. 
Annis Water Resources Institute faculty and staff 
members Carl Ruetz, Don Uzarski, Kristin 
Nelson and Betsy Shafer were interviewed by 
WZZM-TV Channel 13 for its show "Great 
Lakes Adventures ." 
Sketches 
Imad Mahawili, executive director of Michigan 
Alternative and Renewable Energy Center, 
chaired four sections on hydro fuel cell technolo-
gies and gave a presentation on MAREC at the 
World Renewable Energy Congress in Florence, 
Italy. 
Dan Balfour, professor of public and nonprofit 
administration, gave a presentation, "Expiating 
Evil: Reflections on the Difficulties of Cultural , 
Organizational and Individual Reparation," at 
the Annual Conference of the American Political 
Science Association in Philadelphia. 
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